
GUEST ARTISTS FOR THE DANCING BEARS DANCE CAMP 2020 

CALLERS: 

       JANINE SMITH 

Janine calls contra, square, ceilidh, and family dances in 
the Washington, DC area. She shares her humorous (OK, 
sometimes goofy) and infectious passion for music and dance 
and has delighted dancers from Glen Echo, MD to 
Seattle,WA, and now Alaska! She specializes in Singing 
Squares and in generally whoopin’ it up. She’s known for her 
calm, unflappable demeanor and skill at knowing just which dances to teach and call 
whether it's to a room full of new and never danced wedding guests or a group of skilled 
contra dancers looking for a challenge.  She is one of the “Hot Square Babes”, a quintet 
of female callers who threw a monthly Square Dance Party in College Park, MD, from 2004 
– 2010, (and now semi-annually), and a founding member of the DC Square Dance 
Collective. She promises to share a wide repertoire of contras and squares that will amuse 
and engage everybody! 

DAVID SMUKLER 

As a teen in the mid 1960s, David started doing this thing called 
“contra dancing” at a summer camp in New Hampshire and loved it! 
Dancing became a lifelong habit. In 1981 he began calling for dances in 
Salem, Massachusetts where he discovered that being a caller is a 
great opportunity to facilitate other people’s sense of fun and discovery 
while having lots of fun himself! He leads evenings of contras and 
squares, English country dances, family dances, school programs, and 
special events, and provides dance workshops.  
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With his eclectic taste in dances he presents a wide variety including plenty of New 
England contras, as well as an assortment of squares, singing calls, mixers, old chestnuts 
and freshly minted dances. He also has a special fondness for English country dances. A 
musician (guitar, 5-string banjo, and fiddle) as well as a caller, he is happiest when the 
calling and music are well integrated…as are we!   http://davidsmukler.syracusecountrydancers.org 



BANDS:  

DRIVE TRAIN 

EDWARD HOWE 

Edward Howe is an exceptional fiddler, and a maestro of 
improv who delights in weaving in and out of tunes—building 
energy and resolving tension.  Drawing from New England, 
Acadien, bluegrass, contemporary folk, or electronica, his 
palette is wide and his love for the art runs deep.  He 
believes that music is a feeling, not a sound, that should be 
felt in the soul—a gift he is honored, humbled, and very 
pleased to offer to you.   

You can find Edward nourishing his roots in a bluegrass band, pushing the limits as a solo 
electronic artist, rocking it with a big band rock sound, and of course driving that dance 
line. He plays in a number of bands: Drive Train, Barefoot (not to be confused withe 
Bearfoot), JEMS, and, the Gather Rounders. You may know him best as a member of the 
hugely popular contra dance band Perpetual e-Motion. http://www.sopaudio.com 

STUART KENNEY  

Stuart Kenney is one of the most popular upright bass and five-string banjo players on the 
U.S. contra dance and acoustic folk music circuit. His regional musical interests sweep 
from Southwest Louisiana to Acadia and back to New England. Stuart 
toured with the late cajun master fiddler Mr. Dewey Balfa. He is a 
founding member of many great bands including The JEMS, StringRays, 
Tidal Wave, The Sevens, Airdance, and he spent 14 years touring with the 
legendary contra dance band Wild Asparagus. After contributing to more 
than 50 studio recordings, in 2014 he released his highly acclaimed solo 
recording, Red Case, featuring his original compositions–hauntingly beautiful 
melodies and ancient rhythms. In addition, Stuart’s innovative teaching style 
has been presented at Jay Ungar’s Fiddle and Dance, Maine Fiddle Camp, 
Port Townsend Fiddle Tunes, Pinewoods American Week, Bay Area CDS 
American Week (where he was Program Director for 2015 and 2016), and 
countless folk music and dance events around the country and overseas. 
Although Stuart’s music has brought him coast to coast and beyond, his 
musical home is at the Guiding Star Grange in Greenfield, MA, where he 
plays for and hosts the TopHill Music and Dance Series. 

http://www.sopaudio.com


ERIC MCDONALD 

Eric McDonald has been a professional performer and instructor of traditional and acoustic 
music for a decade. The early part of his career was spent cutting his teeth as a 

mandolinist in the rich local folk and roots music scene in Boston 
MA. Eric attended Berklee College of Music where he studied 
under world renowned mandolinist & guitarist John McGann. His 
education continued post Berklee and he soon found a gateway into 
the realm of traditional music through playing for contra dances. 
Following the path set before him, Eric's quick ear and tasteful 
approach put him in demand as a DADGAD guitar accompanist for 
musicians playing traditional music, with a particular niche in the 
Scottish & Cape Breton realm. Inspired by the players around 
him, Eric developed a sincere appreciation for the music of the 
celtic folk revival in England, Ireland and Scotland during the 
1960s and 70s. He maintains an active touring schedule, 
supplemented by recording sessions and a variety of teaching 
endeavors. In addition to Eric's current projects some of his 

touring credits include celtic supergroup The Outside Track, hodge podge folk band The 
Dave Rowe Trio, up and coming Scottish fiddler Katie McNally, New England contra dance 
band Matching Orange, folk-pop outfit Pesky J. Nixon and renowned Cape Breton fiddlers 
Andrea Beaton & Wendy MacIsaac.  https://www.ericmcdonaldmusic.com 

 BRIAN DEMARCUS 
  
Brian DeMarcus has a music and dance career dating almost five 
decades.  Starting in 1971, he spent 12 years touring 
professionally with the Green Grass Cloggers, a music and dance 
group from North Carolina, taking the rich traditional sounds of 
Old-Time string band music and Southern Appalachian clogging out 
of the mountain regions and into venues around the world, from 
Europe to South America to Carnegie Hall in New York City.  
Brian has been calling dances worldwide and he has taught at 
most of the prestigious music and dance camps around the 
country.  Over the years, he has played with a multitude of 
bands and has won many awards at fiddlers' conventions around 
the country.  He is currently active with several bands in Alaska, his favorite genres being 
Old-Time, Cajun, and Zydeco.  He calls, and plays and teaches clawhammer banjo, bass, 
guitar, and ukulele as well as dance calling at music camps in Alaska and in the Lower 48. 
He has published a book of his original dances called Hands Four And Square Your Sets 
that was featured in “The Country Dance & Song Society Newsletter” and in “The Old-
Time Herald”, an international traditional music magazine. 



THE CANOTE BROTHERS STRING BAND 

Twin Brothers GREG AND JERE CANOTE have been taking advantage of their 
genetics for as long as they can remember; as Christmas elves tap dancing their way 
around the wishing well in the first grade, to their thirteen-year stint as the 
affable side-kicks on NPR’s Sandy Bradley’s Potluck. These guys love what they do, 
and it shows.  Equally at home on a blazing hot fiddle tune or soaring into the clouds 
with a scat singing swing solo--the twins know their stuff inside out and perform 
with an affable friendly approach that invites you into 
their genetically matched world for a little while.   

For audiences of all ages, the Canotes demonstrate their 
love and mastery of vintage American styles from fiddle 
tunes and country songs to novelty numbers and swing.  
They perform with spirit, humor, sterling musicianship, 
and those genetically matched voices.  Greg and Jere also 
share a well honed ear for the quirky-- “Their songs all 
have the ring of cockeyed classics!”  Guaranteed fun! 
(Even their website is a hoot: check it out at: http://canote.com) 
  
The Brothers have spread their fine musicianship and merriment the world over.  
You probably remember them from our Dancing Bear Dance Camp past.This year 
David Cahn will be joining the Canotes to round out the band. 

DAVID CAHN. 

We welcome back David Cahn, a versatile instrumentalist 
who has played banjo, guitar, fiddle, mandolin, bass, and 
accordion in numerous northwest bands over the past 
twenty years. He's toured with Rodney Miller and appears 
on two of his CDs which include several of David's original 
tunes. He even has a Dancing Bears past, having played 
with the Percolators as well as with Rodney Miller for our 
dancers.  He’s recorded with Clyde Moody, Charlie Moore, 
Wade Mainer, Helen Carter, and Mark Simos, and is 
featured on the Rounder recording "Young Fogies II" with 

his old-time band, "The Queen City Bulldogs" (1st place, Clifftop, 1994). For several 
years, he’s performed often at Wintergrass with Greg and Jere Canote, and has taught at 
the Puget Sound Guitar Workshop, The Festival of American Fiddletunes (where for 20 
years he's led the beginners band lab), Pinewoods, Augusta, and many other camps and 
festivals around the country and abroad. 

http://canote.com

